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had not, it is true, found much favour with the Government.,
for Admiral de Robeck had now reached England, and at
a meeting of the War Committee on the znd December,
in addition to emphasising the hazards of the undertaking,
he pointed out that, c though it might be worth while if
there was a definite object to gain by it, he himself could
see none/ But it had now been decided that the Salonika
enterprise must be abandoned at all costs, and Lord Curzon's
minute (against evacuating the Peninsula) had made such
a vast impression that there was strong support for con-
tinuing the Gallipoli Campaign. Counting on the help of
four divisions to be brought from Salonika, Lord Kitchener
again changed his mind, and was supporting this plan."*

Lord   Kitchener   telegraphed to   General Monro   on   2nd
December:

" The Cabinet has been considering the Gallipoli situation
all day. Owing to political consequences, there is a strong
feeling against evacuation, even of a partial character. It
is the general opinion that we should retain Cape Helles.
If the Salonika troops are placed at your disposal for an
offensive operation to improve the position at Suvla, could
such operations be carried out in time, with a view to
making Suvla retainable by obtaining higher positions and
greater depth ? The Navy will also take the offensive in
co-operation/*

General Monro replied on 3rd December:

" I fully recognise the complexity of the situation which
has arisen. I do not, however, think that the proposal
to employ four fresh divisions in order to gain a more
secure position at Suvk can be regarded as an operation
offering a reasonable chance of success. ... In respect
of naval co-operation, the character of the terrain on the
Peninsula is such that naval guns cannot search the Turkish
positions. The fire of howitzers would be needed to do
so effectively. The many deep ravines and gullies are
very favourable for the concealment and protection of the
Turkish reserves and for their rapid transference in case

* " Military Operations, Gallipoli/* pages 428 to 436.
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